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THEY SAY,
“MAN DOES NOT HAVE A SPIRIT”

Gary Colley

PREFACE

We commend the Southside church of Christ in Lubbock, Texas,
for continuing their work into this the twelfth year of the Annual
Lubbock Lectureship. The theme this year is very timely, as are all the
subjects to be discussed. The elders and Tommy Hicks have done an
excellent work in preparing for the presentation of these lectures. No
doubt, each member of this congregation has felt his or her personal
responsibility in contributing to the success of this effort. To all of
these, we express our thanks and pray that all may be done to the glory
of God.

INTRODUCTION1

Humanism is a recognized religion, defined by Humanist Manifesto
I (1933), Humanist Manifesto II (1973), and Humanist Manifesto III
(2002).2 It was also rendered so by the U.S. Supreme Court decision in
the Torcaso v. Watkins case of 1961.3 In that case, Humanism was
determined to fall in the category with other unbelievers in God, such
as Buddhism, Taoism, and Ethical Culture. Of all the theories and
philosophies in the world today, there is no tool in the devil’s arsenal
more threatening and destructive than Humanism (Col.2:8). While the
Bible lifts man and woman to the heights of purity, happiness, modesty,
decency, personal worth, and hope, Humanism is used to deceive man
and to bring him to the level of a brute beast (1 Pet. 5:8). We are as
shocked as Paul was with the Galatians, that some who formerly stood
strong for the faith, have shipwrecked their faith, and have acknowl-
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edged that they have departed from the Lord’s church into rank Secular
Humanism! (Gal. 1:6-9; Jude 3; 1 Tim. 1:19-20).

CHANGES IN THINKING

There are several changes that transpire in the thinking of one who
accepts Humanism. He first decides that God, the Bible, and sacred
things are man’s greatest adversaries. A person often begins his
departure into Humanism with what they call “values clarification,”
which undermines the values learned from the Bible in the home and
the church. Hence, one is changed from having faith in God to thinking
man is a god himself, and that brings him to trust only in himself.
Going through his transformation into Humanism, he now denies the
supernatural and only accepts the natural, trades scientific fact for
scientific fantasy (such as evolution), and determines his “morality” by
his own desires and situation (“situational ethics”) instead of the moral
absolutes of the Bible. It is interesting to note that the word “moral’
comes from a Latin word meaning manner, custom, or habit. What
directs our manner, custom, or habit in life is our standard of morality.
The generally accepted moral code of the Bible has brought the greatest
purity and happiness to the world, along with the promise and hope of
eternal life in Heaven (1 Jn. 2:25). But, in so many places, Humanism
has caused a deterioration of the morals and the good thinking of both
young and old. Where it has taken root, it has affected our schools, our
homes, religion in general, and the nation as a whole in an adverse
way!

HUMANISM/ATHEISM

This word “Humanism” should never be confused with “humanitar-
ianism,” which means to be devoted to human needs and human
welfare. Humanism is simply another word for “atheism,” which is a
denial that God exists. An atheistic religion has never been known to
be “devoted to human needs and human welfare.” No orphans home,
hospital, or rest home has ever been established by the Humanists.

Humanism is also connected to evolution. In their denial of God’s
existence and His being our Creator, Humanists insist that man evolved
from some type of matter in a meager attempt to provide an answer as
to man’s origin. The first tenant in the Humanist Manifesto I states:
“Religious humanists regard the universe as self-existing and not
created.”4 Notice here its claim to be a religion. Further, the Humanist
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Manifesto teaches that man is his own god, and does not look to a
higher Being for his existence or guidance.

IF THERE IS NO GOD

Of course, if there is no God, man could not have been made in His
image; therefore, man would not possess an eternal soul (Gen. 1:26-27;
2:7). The writer of Hebrews said God is “the Father of spirits” (Heb.
12:9). Yet, Humanist Manifesto I says, “Third: Holding an organic
view of life, humanists find that the traditional dualism of mind and
body must be rejected.”5 This simply means what our title, “They say,
‘Man Does Not Have A Spirit,’” suggests. Further, if, as they say, there
is no God, it means the Bible is not inspired of God and that it cannot
be accepted as a rule of faith. Thus, Humanists deny that any living
mortal has a moral standard by which he is obligated to live correctly!
Man is on his own without any guidance or help from a higher Being.
It boils down to “the survival of the fittest.” But the Bible, the Word of
God, denies these theories on every turn (Ps. 119:105). If Secular
Humanism is true, and we have no moral standard or values by which
to live, then neither will there be a Judgment Day at the close of life.
Yet again, the Bible completely denies this theory (Heb. 9:27; 2 Cor.
5:10-11). If this theory were true, no one living has an eternal spirit or
a soul as Jesus taught (Mt. 16:26), and when he dies his end is only a
six-foot hole in the ground! Who can believe this? All should reject any
theory that blights the hope of man by removing the hope of Heaven.
We agree with the Psalmist:

The fool has said in his heart, there is no God. They are corrupt,
they have done abominable works; There is none that doeth good
(Ps. 14:1).

When Paul quoted the Psalmist’s words in Romans 3:10-18, he
concluded with the words of Psalms 36:1, “[T]here is no fear of God
before his eyes,” and this is certainly true of Secular Humanism.
Humanists wish to remove God from His own creation (Rom. 1:20-22).

CHRISTIANITY

Every man has some type of “religion,” or system of worship and
practice, by which he lives. Christianity has the Bible as its guide (Ps.
119:10-11). Secular Humanists view Christianity only as make-believe,
superstition, “pie in the sky,” and not to be believed any differently
than mere mythology. Their own thoughts or philosophy, strained
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through their puny thinking, is the definition and explanation of all that
exist, removing the real meaning of life, and ignoring what happens to
man while he lives and when he dies. They claim to believe in science
and man’s discoveries, but true science is based on established facts,
not supposition (as is evolution and their other theories). They believe
in moral relativism and subjectivism rather than moral absolutes. They
transfer their faith from having God as its object and instead place it in
man and his ways (Isa. 55:8-9). They consider the Word of God—and
its teaching of morality and Christ’s church being the way of salvation
and hope—to be the enemy of man and his freedom. All need to study
God’s Word, love, honor, and defend the truth, accept its finality, its
verbal inspiration, and its pattern of doctrine and morality (Pro. 14:12;
Jer. 10:23).

WHAT ABOUT THE SOUL?

The Bible has every right to be heard and considered for man’s
good here and in the afterlife. When followed, it will thoroughly
furnish the man of God unto all good works (2 Tim. 3:16-17). It
declares to us “all things that pertain unto life and godliness” (2 Pet.
1:3). Jesus asked a question more than two thousand years ago that has
never been answered: “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?” (Mt. 16:26). There are certainly sobering
implications in the Lord’s words. In the beginning, according to the
Bible, God said: “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”
(Gen. 1:26). Further, “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7). According to these verses, God made
man full grown and perfect, physically, mentally, and spiritually. Man
was given:

1. The ability and power to think, or to have intellect (Pro. 23:12).

2. The power to love, or to have affection (Mt. 22:37).

3. The power to purpose, or to have will (2 Cor. 9:7).

4. The ability to obey (Rom. 6:17-18).

In summary, the soul, the heart, or the spirit of man is able to think,
love, purpose, and obey God. With the eminence from God, being
made in His image, the inner man is that which man has that is made
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in the likeness of God (Col. 3:10). Hence man possesses an eternal,
immortal nature.

From the New Testament, we are impressed with the brevity and
fragility of physical life here on earth (Jas. 4:13-15). The Lord’s words
in Matthew 16:26 imply two things:

1. We must give up the world for the sake of the soul.

2. There will be no redemption in Hell, no second chance.

Giving up the world for the sake of the soul is not referring to giving
up our appreciation for the beauties of God’s creation. Neither does it
mean that we must give up mankind, our friends, and relations. But it
does refer to the giving up of the worldly aims, ways, principles, and
maxims of the worldly (1 Jn. 2:15-17).

The world is largely concerned over material things, and the chance
of loss is closely considered! We buy life insurance, auto insurance,
and hospitalization insurance, et cetera, to cover our various posses-
sions in case of loss. Some have bank boxes for their earthly securities.
But, what about the spiritual concern for our soul, and our neighbor’s
soul? Do we have the proper interest in this area?

IDENTIFYING THE SOUL

What is the soul? If it were not for the revelation of the Holy Spirit
in the Word of God, we would not know. At times in the Bible the soul
is used interchangeably with the heart or spirit of man. At other times
only one of these designations is used. Some have suggested that when
the word “spirit” is used it simply refers to life, whether human or
animal. But when the word “soul” is used, it refers to the eternal part
of man that returns to God (Ecc. 12:7). The book of Hebrews declares:

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart (Heb. 4:12).

Three words of special interest in this verse are: “soul” (inner man),
“spirit” (earthly life), and “heart” (affections). One thing is for sure, the
soul is our most precious possession!

WHAT IS THE VALUE OF THE SOUL?

We view the value of all things in this life by their costs. Whether
it is a piece of jewelry, a house, or a car, we appreciate its value by its
cost. Jesus said the soul is worth more than all the world (Mt. 16:26).
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That means the soul is worth more than all the worldly wealth, power,
glory, and honor heaped up together! Paul by inspiration said the soul
is worth more than the body (2 Cor. 4:16). We take good care of our
bodies by feeding and clothing them, but what about our care for our
souls? The writer of Psalms says: “[Y]our heart shall live for ever” (Ps.
22:26). Hence, we learn that our soul is eternal in duration and divine
in origin! And, Jesus states that man is not able to destroy the soul (Mt.
10:28). Your soul is indestructible and it transcends earthly relation-
ships! Of course, this denies Materialism, Humanism, Communism,
and Atheism! Though “They say, ‘Man Does Not Have A Spirit,’” their
saying it does not make it true! Another point that no man can afford
to overlook, is that our soul must live eternally—and it will do so in a
saved or lost condition (Mt. 25:46). That fact alone should certainly
show us the value of the soul!

The value of the soul is further seen in the price paid for its
redemption (1 Pet. 1:18-19). Heaven’s value of the soul is easily seen
in John 3:16! It cost the greatest gift Heaven could give to cover the sin
of the world (Jn. 1:29; 1 Jn. 2:2). And yet again, the soul’s value is seen
in the preparation of Heaven to receive it when this troubled life is
finished (Jn. 14:1-6; Job 14:1). We have made a feeble attempt to show
the value of the soul. We had as well try to measure the expanse of the
universe as to try to measure the value of the soul. This emphasizes that
the soul is man’s most priceless possession! It should be guarded above
all of man’s possessions (Pro. 4:23). Though Humanism seeks to teach
the idea that man has no more “soul” than a rock, surely anyone who
examines the evidence shall see differently. Each of us needs to
examine himself or herself to be sure that his or her soul is properly
valued (2 Cor. 13:5). We can show this by our speech, by our actions,
and by the way we dress. Do we adorn (commend) the Gospel by the
way we live? (cf. Tit. 2:10)?—or do we appear to be more influenced
by the world? Some leave the impression that their souls are worth very
little. Yes, they handle money and valuables with care, but they handle
their souls recklessly and apparently without concern!

Also, what value do you place on the souls of your children? Do
you consider their education and/or their activities to be more important
than preparing them to live correctly here and now on earth and then go
to Heaven when they die? Do you insist on them having good grades
in public school that they may have a good life on earth, but then spend
little time, interest, and money on training them spiritually to the saving
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of their souls? Do you help them prepare for their Bible classes? Or, do
you teach by action and example that other things—such as ball games,
fishing or golf trips—are more important than taking care of and
feeding their souls?

THREE WORDS OF INTEREST

The Lord used three words in Matthew 16:26, which are used on
a daily basis in the business world. They are: “profit,” “gain,” and
“loss.” Profit points to what an item is worth. Gain indicates its
increased worth, and loss its decreased worth. How sad it is that most
people are only interested in earthly profit, gain, and loss! The greatest
tragedy of life is that most people have their eyes and interests only in
what this world holds for them. Most values fluctuate, such as in the
cases of property, money, bonds, stocks. However, this is not true of
the soul! The soul does not decrease in value under any circumstances.
Just because a man’s soul is not visible to the naked eye, it does not
mean that it has no value or its value is destroyed. Since the soul means
life, and not “breath” as some suggest, it is one of the things that is
eternal in nature. Paul wrote:

For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for
the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal (2 Cor. 4:16-18).

MAN CAN LOSE HIS SOUL

Though Humanism teaches that man does not have a spirit,
revelation and common sense teaches that man does have a spirit.
Furthermore, according to God’s Word, a man can lose his spirit or
soul in Hell. In fact, because they have not entered into the narrow way
that leads to life, but have remained in the broad way that leads to
eternal destruction, the majority of people in the world are found to be
in a lost condition (Mt. 7:13-14; 21-28). Oh, the tragedy of one lost
soul! Sin is the destructive power that condemns man and keeps him
out of Heaven (1 Jn. 3:4; Jn. 8:21, 24; Rom. 6:23). But each person
needs to consider that if he or she is lost, it is neither because he or she
does not have a spirit or soul, nor because God wants his or her soul to
be lost. To the contrary, any soul that is lost, is lost because that person
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decided on his or her own to ignore God and His commands (Jn. 12:42-
43; Acts 13:46). The Lord is “longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).

THE DANGER OF EXCHANGING THE SOUL

The Lord’s question in Matthew 16:26 also suggests and warns that
a man can trade or exchange his soul for other things. Some seem to
give up interest in their souls without a contest! One man suggested:
“Every man has his price.” Certainly, this should not be so with our
precious souls! There are those who exchange the soul for everyday
affairs of life. They think they are too busy to read the Bible, too busy
to attend the worship services, or to see to the needs of others, because
they are too busy making a living or keeping house. Too many today
are like Martha, who, when the Lord came to her house, was “careful
and troubled about many things” while her sister Mary sat at Jesus feet
to learn His teaching (Lk. 10:38-42). These people have a problem with
establishing proper priorities and in making the correct choices (Mt.
6:33).

If we are always with worldly people, we may trade our interest in
our souls for evil association. Many start out well in living the Christian
life, but then choose companions who lead them away from faithfulness
(1 Cor. 15:33; 5:6). Peer pressure is a problem, one which must be dealt
with by young and old.

Many in our world exchange their souls for false philosophies and
the doctrines and creeds of men. They seem to desire the applause and
praise of men more than the praise of God (Jn. 12:42-43). One who is
offering worship to Jehovah, while yet in a state of disobedience, must
learn that his worship is considered vain, empty, and worthless (Mt.
15:9). Paul was shocked at the Galatian brethren because they were so
soon moved away from the truth he had preached to them (Gal. 1:6-9;
3:1). Satan’s greatest and most successful strategic plan of operation is
for religious teachers to mix a lot of error with just a little truth. He
knows the error will not be approved by God and that it will condemn
a man’s soul! Satan has even fooled some people into foolishly
thinking that a little truth mixed with error is sufficiently acceptable to
God.

Amazingly, there are those who exchange their soul for a life of
sin. This is a choice to be made by men. Many make the wrong choice,
opting for the darkness of sin instead of the light that Jesus brought into
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the world (Jn. 3:19). But, like Moses, we can make the right choice of
living with the people of God as we walk in truth, rather than enjoying
“the pleasures of sin for a season” (Heb. 11:24-25). Sin is caused by the
middle letter of the word sin—“I” (Jas. 1:13-16).

Others may exchange their soul for a life of ease, pleasure, comfort,
and self-indulgence (Mt. 16:24). Evidently, some are just too lazy to go
to Heaven! It does take effort to serve God, and many just do not like
to be bothered. We are living in a great “Ease Age,” and the course of
least resistance has become a main highway. Whatever the exchange
was made for, it will be found in the Judgment to be a foolish and
costly choice! A life of ease, pleasure, comfort, and self-indulgence
cannot provide the soul with its deep and vital need of being at peace
with God!

MAN CANNOT HAVE EVERYTHING

The question asked by Jesus, “[W]hat shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?” (Mt. 16:26), shows with certainty that man cannot have
everything! We gain one thing at the loss of something else. Since
salvation and damnation are both conditional—salvation being chosen
by obeying the Lord, and damnation being chosen by refusing to live
in harmony with His will—there is no escape from this conclusion (Mk.
8:37; Ecc. 12:1). There can be no life of sin now and Heaven later (Ps.
1:4-5). There will be no way one can sow to the flesh now and reap
eternal life (Gal. 6:7-8). We can have sin now, but it will be at the
sacrifice of Heaven. Or, we can have Heaven, but it is at the price of
giving up sin! The wise trader gives up all for the kingdom (Mt. 13:45-
46).

THE SOUL IS MAN’S GREATEST LOSS

This is made very clear by our Lord’s words recorded in Matthew
16:24-26. Some, like the Rockefellers and Donald Trumphs, seem to
have gained the “whole world.” But these and others may gain the
whole world at the loss of their health, families, lives, and souls. They
will find, perhaps too late, that they have traded away their most
precious possession, their souls! Though there is great regret in the loss
of health and family, the loss of the soul is incomprehensibly worse! It
means the loss of Heaven and the agonizing endurance of Hell for
eternity (Rev. 21:27). And, it will mean the loss of many blessings in
this life.
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Those who exchange their souls for lives of worldliness will never
know the happiness of being right with God through obedience to the
Gospel (Acts 8:39). They forfeit a most beautiful influence for good
while living, and in death (Rev. 14:13). These give up the fellowship
they could have with Christ and Christians (Acts 2:42; 1 Jn.1:7).
Throughout their lives they will never know the privilege of being like
Christ (Phil. 1:21). They will finally learn that this earth and all of its
material possessions are bound by time and must one day be burned up
(2 Pet. 3:10). Then, these will have nothing, but will have left every-
thing behind (1 Tim. 6:7).

CONCLUSION

Humanism vehemently denies that man has a spirit or soul.
However, we have sufficient evidence to know that man does indeed
have a soul, and that his soul will live eternally in a saved or lost
condition. We have learned that the soul is the gift of God to man. We
have seen that a soul is of supreme value to God, and that it should be
to man, its possessor, as well. It is a precious treasure entrusted to us by
God. Hence, it is our solemn and joyful duty to fit our souls for the
highest destiny—the destiny prepared for those who will prepare
themselves for it—Heaven. One’s preparation for this destiny begins
when he is obedient in faith, repentance, confession, and baptism for
the remission of sins (Jn. 5:28-29; 14:1-6). Let us put away the false
theories of Humanism and prepare to meet our God!

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Humanist Manifesto I, II, III,
<http://www.americanhumanist.org/Who_We_Are/About_Humanism/Hum
anist_Manifesto>
3 Curtis Cates, “Humanism - Threat To Humanity,” Power 1.1 (winter 1990):
13-14.
4 Humanist Manifesto I, First.
5 Ibid., Third.
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